
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



Commissioner for Patents 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



WWW.USplO.QOV 



HAMILTON, BROOK, SMITH & REYNOLDS, P.C. 
530 VIRGINIA ROAD 
P.O. BOX 9133 
CONCORD MA 01742-9133 



COPY MAILED 



JUN 0 4 ?opq 



OFFICE OF PETITIONS 



Patent No. 6,861,403 
Application No. 09/848,780 
Filed: May 3, 2001 



ON PETITION 



Issued: March 1, 2005 

Attorney Docket No. 15535-46032 



This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c), filed March 23, 2009, to accept the 
unintentionally delayed payment of a maintenance fee tor the above-identified patent. 

The petition is GRANTED. 

The patent issued March 1 , 2005. The last day of the grace period for paying the 3.5-year 
maintenance fee was March 1, 2009. Therefore, since this petition was filed within twenty-four 
months after the six-month grace period provided in 37 CFR 1.362(e), this petition was timely 
filed under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .378(c). 

The maintenance fee is hereby accepted and the above-identified patent is reinstated as of 
the mail date of this decision. 

It is not apparent whether the statement of unintentional delay was signed by a person who 
would have been in a position of knowing that the delay in filing a timely response was 
unintentional. Nevertheless, in accordance with 37 CFR 10.18, the statement is accepted as 
constituting a certification of unintentional delay. However, in the event that petitioner has no 
knowledge that the delay in paying the maintenance fee was in fact unintentional, petitioner must 
make such an inquiry to ascertain that, in fact, the delay was unintentional. If petitioner 
discovers that the delay in paying the maintenance fee was intentional, petitioner must so notify 
the Office. Also, it is not apparent whether the person signing the instant petition was ever given 
a power of attorney or authorization of agent to prosecute this patent. In accordance with 37 
CFR 1 .34(a), the signature appearing on the petition shall constitute a representation to the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office that he/she is authorized to represent the particular 
party in whose behalf he/she acts. While a courtesy copy of this decision is being mailed to the 
person signing the instant petition, all future correspondence will be directed solely to the 
address currently of record until such time as appropriate instructions are received to the 
contrary. 

Petitioner should note that submission of a power of attorney and/or a change of correspondence 
address would not affect the fee address. Therefore, if petitioner desires to receive future 
correspondence, which may be mailed regarding maintenance fees for the above-identified 
patent, the "fee address" and/or "customer number" forms should be submitted to the 
Maintenance Fee Division. 
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Telephone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272- 



TLiana Walsh 
Petitions Examiner 
Office of Petitions 

cc: ROGER P. ZIMMERMAN 

MIRICK, O'CONNELL, DEMALLIE & LOUGEE, LLP 
1700 WEST PARK DRIVE 
WESTBOROUGH, MA 01581 





